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WORKS OF VIDEO ARTIST AT UM GALLERY
MISSOULA -
“Always Die Smiling,” an exhibit of works by video artist Nicola Vruwink, will be at 
the University of Montana’s Gallery of Visual Arts from Thursday, Jan. 25, through 
Wednesday, Feb. 28.
The gallery, located on the first floor UM’s Social Science Building, is open from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays and from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thursdays.
Vruwink will talk about her works at 4:15 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 25, in Social Science 
Building Room 356, followed by an opening reception at the gallery from 5 to 7 p.m.
“Always Die Smiling” presents an important dimension of contemporary art. In large- 
scale installations, Vruwink crochets miles of old cassette tapes into text where language 
becomes the subject matter, an image of process.
The repetitive act of connecting loops of recorded tape over time parallels the original 
recordings of the voices on the brown tape from the past. The transformation of silenced sound 
into a new message of crocheted words presents an additional element to meaning and a further 
layer of the construction of content.
For Vruwink, the repetitive motion of crochet provides consistency and structure to the
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unknowable and often disheartening present and future.
An interest in repeated actions also is a feature of the video installation “Sense of Day,” 
where Vruwink acts out the daily female ritual of putting on a public face. The postmodern 
recognition of the self as a construction is elegantly and clearly portrayed in her ceremony of 
standing before a mirror, where instead of self-discovery through a faithful reflection, the 
delusional self is created.
Vruwink lives and works in Los Angeles. She has exhibited in a range of national 
group and solo exhibitions, and her work is found in both private and public collections.
For more information, call gallery Director Cathryn Mallory at 406-243-2813 or e-mail 
her at gallery.visarts@umontana.edu.
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